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IV. An Attempt to pro'Ve the Antiquity of the Vene¬ 
real Difeafe, long before the Vijco'pny of the 
Weft-Indies; in a Letter from Mr. William 
Beckett, Surgeon, to Vr. James Douglafs, V/. I). 
and R. Soc. Soc. and by him communicated to the 
Royal Society. 

SIR, 

T H E Undertaking I am at prefent engaged in, 
has unavoidably obliged me to confult, among 
others, a greac Number of ancient Phyficai and 
Chyrurgical Books, written by my own Countrymen .* 
From thefe l took the Hint, that the Venereal Difeafe 
was known among us, much earlier than the JEra, 
which has been generally afilgn’d for its Rife by mo 
dern Authors ; for it’s believed it was not known, at 
leaft in Europe, till about the Year 1494. Norwich- 
{landing which, I decermin, in the following Papers, 
to make it evident, it was frequent among us iome 
Hundreds of Years before that Date. I could men¬ 
tion feveral Phyficians and Surgeons of Eminence, who 
have been of the fame Sentiments with me, particular¬ 
ly, the Learned Dr. Charles Patin, who has written a 
curious Diflertation to prove the Antiquity of this Oa- 
eafe, which is fufBcient to excufe me from the Impu¬ 
tation of having flarted a Novelty, or being at the 
trouble of quoting ancient Authorities before taken 
notice of, from the mod ancient Writers of Medicine; 
as the Greac Hippocrates, Galen, Avicen, Cel/us, Sec. and 
even the Holy Scriptures. 1 iliall in thefe and feme fol¬ 
lowing Papers, lay afide all thofc foreign Aids and Af- 
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finances, and trace out the Symptoms of the Difeafe, 
as they naturally arife, from the firft Infection to the 
iaft deftrudtive Period, and (hew that, by learching in¬ 
to our own Antiquities, vve may be furnilhed with fn- 
ftances of the Frequency of the Diftemper among us, 
in all its refpedive Stages, before ever our Modern Au¬ 
thors dream it had irs Appearance in Europe, 

I fhall begin with the firft Degree of this Difeafe, 
and prove from authentick Evidences, it was anciently 
call’d the B^mtltig or 'Buttling 5 and that this 
Word has been fuccefiively continu’d for many Hun¬ 
dreds of Years, to fignify the fame Difeafe we now 
call a Chip j and that it was not difcontinu’d till thac 
Appellation firft began to have its Rife. The molt like¬ 
ly Method to accomplish my Defign, veil! be ftrft to 
examine thofe Records that relate to the Stem, which 


were by Authority allowed to be kept on the Bunk-Side 
in Southron)k , under the [urifdidion of the Bp. of Win 
ehefier, and which were fupprefled the $/tb of Hen.VlU. 
For it’s impoflible but, if there were any fuch Diftem¬ 


per in being at that Time, it mult be pretty common 
among thofe lewd Women who had a Licence for en¬ 
tertaining their Paramours, notwithftanding any Rules 
or Orders which might be eftablilh’d to prevent its In- 


creafe 


But if we lliali find tnat there were Orders e- 


ftablifn’d to prevent the Spreading of fuch a Difeafe, 
that Perions might be lecure from any contagious Ma¬ 
lady after their Entertainment at thole Houles (which 
were anciently Eighteen in Number, but in the Reign 
of Hen.YW, reduced to Twelve,) vve may then fecurely 
depend upon it. that it was the Frequency of the Dil¬ 
ea fe that put thofe that had the Authority, under a 
iieceftity of making fuch Rules and Orders. For the 
lame Powers that granted a Liberty for keeping open 
fuch lewd Houfes, mult End it their Intereft to iecure. 


as 
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as much as poflible, all Ferfonsfrcm receiving any In¬ 
jury there; left the Frequency of fuch Misfortunes 
fhould deter others from frequenting them, and fo the 
original Defign of their Inftitution ceafe; from the en¬ 
tire finking of the Revenues. Now I find that, as ear¬ 
ly as the Year 1162,,. divers Conflitutions relating to 
the Lordihip of Wimbefter , ( being alfo confirmed by 
the King J were to be kept for ever, according to the 
old Cuftoms that had been time out of mind. Among 
which thefe were fome, viz. No St op- holder to take 
more for a Woman’s Chamber in the Week than 14^. 
Not to keep open his Doors upon Holy Days. No Tin¬ 
gle Woman to be kept againft her Will, that would 
leave her Sin. No Tingle Woman to take Money to 
lie with any Man, except {he lie with' him all Night 
till the Morning. No Stew holder to keep any Wo* 
man that hath the perilous Infirmity of TSUt'ltUtg. 
Thefe and many more Orders were to be ftritftly ob« 
ferved, or the Offenders to be (everely puniihed. Now 
we are affured there is no other Difeafe that can be 
communicated by carnal Converfation with Women, 
but that which is Venereal, by reafon that only is con¬ 
tagious ; and it’s evident the OBUCnitlg was certainly 
fo: For, bad it been nothing elfe but lorae fimple Ul¬ 
ceration, Heat, or Inflammation, there would have 
been no Contagion; and that affe&ing only the Wo¬ 
man, could not be communicated by any Venereal Con- 
grefs, and to not inferr a Neceflity of her being com¬ 
prehended under the retraining Article. Thefe Orders 
likewife prove the Difeafe was much more ancient than 
the Date above-mentioned; becaufe they were only a 
Renewal of fuch as had been before eftablifiied time out 
of mind. 

But to confirm this farther, l find that in the Cu- 
ftody of the Bilhop of Winehefter, whofe Palace was 
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fituated on the Bank fide, near the Stews, was a Book 
written upon. Vellum, the Title of which runs thus5 

begynne tbe ©finance#, J&uleg anb cu= 
{hum, as toell fo? tjjt saltation of pannes 
lif, as foj to afcbetoe man? wfcbiefe ant) 3in= 
co tomients tljat bayley be life tbece fo? to fall 
ototc to be rightfully kept 3 anb tsue cjtmuion of 
them to be bon unto any petfonne toytbin the 

fame* One of the Articles begins thus; De Ibis qui 
cufrvdiunt Mulieres habentes Nepbandam jnjfrmitatem It 

goes on, item, chat no Steto-bolbec keep noo ©Ho¬ 
man toytbin bis dous that bath any syctuicffe 
of brenning, but that Che be putte out upon 
the peyne of makeit a fyne unto the io?b of a 
l/untnet) Sbylyngs. This is taken from the Origi¬ 
nal Manufcripc which was preferv’d in the Bifhop’s 
Court, fuppos’d to be written about the Year 1430. 
From thefe Orders we may obferve the Frequency of 
the Diftemper at that Time; which, with other In* 

conveniencies, was bayley lik there fo? to fall otofe* 

and the Greatnefs of the Penalty, as the Value of Mo¬ 
ney then was, that is laid on it, proves it was no tri¬ 
fling or infignificant thing. 

But the bare Proof of there having been anciently, 
fitch a Difeafe as was called the 'Burning) may be. 
thought to be infuflicient, unlefs we were perfectly 
allured what it was, and how it was in thdj? Times 
defcribed: S fhall therefore do ic from an unqueftipna- 
ble Authority, which is that of John Arden, Efq; who 
was one of the Surgeons to our King Richard il. and 
hkewife to King Henry IV. hi a curious Manufcripc 
of his upon Vellum, he defines it to be, a certain in¬ 
ward Heat and Excoriation of the Urethra.', which De* 
Icription gives us a per fed: Idea of what we now call 
& Clap ; for frequent JDifiedions of thole that laboured 
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under that Difeafe, have made it evident, that their 
Urethra is excoriated by the Virulency of the Matter 
they receive from the infected Woman ; and this Ex¬ 
coriation or Ulceration is not confined to the OJliola 
or Mouths of the Glandule Mufcofa, as has been late¬ 
ly thought, but may equally alike attack any part of 
the Urethra not beyond the reach of the impelled ma¬ 
lignant Matter. The Heat before defcribed, which 
thele Perfons are fenfible of, as well now as formerly, 
is a Confequent of the excoriated Urethra ; for the 
Salts contained in the Urine mud neceflarily prick and 
irritate the nervous FibrilU , and excite a Heat in thofe 
Parts of the Urethra which are diverted of its natural 
Membrane; which Heat will always be obferved to be 
more or lefs, as the Salts are diluted with a greater 
or lefs Quantity of Urine ; a thing I have often ob¬ 
ferved in Perfons that have laboured under this Infir¬ 
mity in hot Weather, when the perfpirable Matter be¬ 
ing thrown off in greater Quantities, the Salts bear a 
greater Proportion to the Quantity of Urine, and there 
by make its Difcharge at that Time fo much the more 
painful and troublefom. 

Thus we fee this very early and plain Defcriprion 
of this Difeafe among us, to be entirely conformable 
to the latefl and moil exacrt Anatomical Diicoveries, 
Here is no Tone of the Teflicles depraved, according 
to 7 raj anus Petronius; no Exulceration of the Pa-aflat.t, 
according to Rondeletiu j ; no Ulceration of the Semi¬ 
nal Feffels, according to Plater us; no Seat of the Dif¬ 
eafe in the FeficuLe Seminales or Profiatee, according to 
Bartholin ; nor in thofe Parts and the Teflicles at the 
fame Time, according to our Countryman Wharton and 
others, who have falfly fixed the Seat of this Difeafe., 
and whole Notions, in this reaped!', are now juftly ex¬ 
ploded ; but a fingle and true Delcrtgtion of it, and 
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Sts Situation, about an Hundred and Fifty Years be¬ 
fore any of thofe Gentlemen obliged the World with 
their learned Labours. 

Having, I hope, fufficiently made it appear, the 
burning was a'Difeafe very early among us, and, 
given the Defeription of it, I fhall proceed to fay forne- 
thing of the ancient Method that was made ule of to 
cure it. We are not to exped the Meafures our Pre- 
deceflors, in thofe early Times, made u(e of, fhould 
be calculated for the removing any Malignity in the 
Mafs of Blood, or other Juices, according to the Pra- 
dice in Venerial Cafes at this Time; becaufe they 
looked upon the Difeafe to be entirely local, and the 
Whole of the Cure to depend upon the Removal of 
the Symptoms .* Hence ’twas they recommended fuch 
Remedies' as were accommodated to the taking off the 
inward Heat of the Part, and cure the Excoriations or 
Ulcerations of the Urethra. The Procefs for the ac- 
compliihing of this, I lhall fet down from the before- 
mentioned John Arden, who wrote about the Year 
1380. his Words are as follow. Contra Incendium. Item 
contra incendium Firga Firilis interius ex calore & exco¬ 
riations, fiat tails Seringa ( i. e. injeftio ) lenitiva . Ac- 
cipe Lac mulieris mafulum nutrientis y & partrn zucaritm , 
Oleum viola & ptjfana, quibus commixtis per Syr ingam 
infundatury & ft pradUHs admifcueris lac Amigdalarum me- 
lior erit medicina. There is no doubt but this Remedy, 
being ufed to our Patients at this Time, would infal¬ 
libly take off the inward Heat of the Part, and cure 
the Excoriations or Ulcerations of the Urethra, by which 
means what iflued from thence would be entirely ftopt; 
and this was all they expeded from their Medicines, 
forafmuch as they were entirely unacquainted with the 
Nature of the Diftemper; and did not in the lead ima¬ 
gine, but if the Symptoms that firft attack’d the Part 
were removed, the Patient was entirely cured. I 
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I (hall now, as a farther Confirmation of what I have 
advanced, proceed to prove, that by this 'BjCtUling or 
‘Burning is meant the Venereal Difeafe, by demon- 
ftrating that fucceeding Hiftorians, Phyfical and Chi- 
rurgical Writers, and others, have all along with us in 
England ufed the very fame Word to fignify the Vene¬ 
real Malady. In an old Manufcript i have by me, 
written about the Year S3 90, is a Receipt for *B^fn= 

lung of tlje i^pntpl, pat men clepe pc apegalle* 

<©alle being an old Engtifh Word for a running Sore. 
They who know the 1Etymologie of the Word Apron, 
cannot be ignorant of this. And in another Manufcript, 
written about 50 Years after, is a Receipt for ’'BUtm 
ing in that Part by a Woman. Simon Fijh, a zealous 
Promoter of the Reformation in the Reign of HenIVill. 
in his Supplication of Beggars, prefented to the King 
in 1530. lays as follows, Thcfe be they ( fpeaking of the 
Rcmifh Friejls ) that corrupt the whole Generation of Man¬ 
kind in your Realm, that catch the Peekes of one Woman 
and bear them to another j that be ‘BUEllt with one Women 
and bare it to another ; that catch the Lepry of one Wo¬ 
man and bare it unto another. But to make this Matter 
fill more evident, I am to obferve, that Andrew Boord, 
a Docfor in Fhyfick, and Romifh Pried, in the Reign 
of Henry VIII. in a Book he wrote, entirul’d 7 he 
Breviary of Health, printed in 1546. fpeaks very par¬ 
ticularly of this fort of Burning; one of his Chapters 
beginneth thus, Cij£ 29th CijapitfC DOtt) fljefa) Of 
BURNING of fdl tparloltc 5 Where his Notion of com¬ 
municating the Burning is very particular. The fame 
Author adds, that if a Man be *BUtnt with an Har¬ 
lot, and do meddle with another Woman within a Day, 
he fnall 051!I'll the Woman that he iliail meddle with¬ 
al ; and as an immediate Remedy againft the 051101= 
ilig, he recommends the washing the Pudenda two or 

three 
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three times with White Wine, or elfe with Sack, and 
Water; but if the matter have continued Jong, to go 
to an expert Chirurgeon to have IJeJp. In his 8ad 
Chapter, he fpeaks of two forts of Burning, the One 
by Fire, and the Other by a Woman through carnal 
population, and referrs the Perfon that is 'BUtllt of 
a Harlot to another Chapter of his for Advice, what 
to do, pfbt gft a O0?fft 0 ? ttUOj fo called frcm 
its Pro'tuberancy or bunching out: For 1 find about that 
Time the Word ' fitdo was moflly made u(e of, to Sig¬ 
nify that fort of Swelling which ulually happens in pe» 
ftilential Difeales. 

From hence it appears, the Burning, by its Confe- 
quents, was venerial, fince every Day’s Experience makes 
it evident, that the ill Treatment of the firfl: Symptoms 
of the Difeafe, either by afiringent Medicines, or the 
removing them by cooling and healing the excoriated 
Parts, will generally be attended with fuch Swellings in 
the Groin, which we rarely obferve to happen from ca¬ 
ny other Caufe whatlbever. 

1 fball give a few more Inftances of this Difeafe Ibe- 
ing call’d the Burning, and conclude. In a Manulcriipt 
I have of the Vocation of John Bale to the Bifhoprick 
of OJfory in Ireland, written by himfelf, he fpeaks of 
Dr. Hugh Wefion (who was Dean of Windjor in 1556. 
but deprived by Cardinal Pole for Adultery ) as fol¬ 
lows, “ At this Day is lecherous Wefion, who is more 
* r pra&ifed in the Art of 'BjlfCb hunting than ail 
“ the Whores of the Stews. And again, fpeaking of the 
fame Perfon, he fays, “ He not long ago bitfttt a Beg- 
“ gar in St-Botslfti s Pariili. The fame Author fays of 
hirsi elfewhere, “ He had been fore Bitten with a Win- 
*’ chefier-Goofe, and was not yet healed thereof ; which 
was a common Phrafe for the Pox at that Time, be- 
caule the Stem were under the Jurifdidion of the Bifhop 
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©f Winchefter. Mich. Wood, in his Eplftle before Stepb. 
Gardiner's Oration de vera Ohedientia, printed at Rhcan, 
15-59. gives another Evidence of the 'BUUUUg. And 
William -Bulkin, a Phyfician in the Reign of Queen EUz. 
in a Book he poblifh’d, call’d The Bulwark cf Defence, 
&c. printed in 1561. bringing i \\ Sickmfj demanding 
of Health what he fliould do with a Diieafe call’d the 
French Pockes, Health anfwers, “ He would not that a- 
£< ny ihould fifhe for this Difeafe, or to be bold when 
“ he is bitten to thynke thereby to be helped , but ra- 
“ ther to efchewe the Caufe of thys infyrtnity, and 
“ filthy rotten 'BUtlUttU of Harlots. 

I believe, by this time, I have fuSciently prov’d 
what I propofed, that the firft Degree of the Venereal 
Difeafe was very anciently known among us, under 
the Title of 'BUnUHQ;; and that you may lofe no 
more Time at preient upon this Subjedt, I {hall referve 
my Collections, which Ihew that the Difeafe, when it 
came to be confirmed, was no Novelty here in thole 
early Times, for a further Opportunity, and detain you 
no longer than to exprefs my Plealure in profeffing 
niy felf. Tours, &c. 

Will. 'Beckett. 


V, Jccuratarum ObferVationum Ajlronomicarum, an¬ 
no fuperiore & currente, cum Societate com- 

municatarum Sylloge. 

I Ntereft fane Scientite ne pereant Obfervata Afirono- 
mica, debita cura fidifque inflrumentis ab Artifi- 
cibus idoneis cadirus deprompta : Hoc enim fblo 
fundamento nititur Urania pradtica. Iraque in his Trank 
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